Vol. 4 Issue- 2, October 2023 (e-ISSN: 2582-8223)

<)JUST AGRICULTURE

multidisciplinary e-Newsletter

Nurturing Nature: Biocontrol Methods in Tea Pest
Management

Bidisha Hazarika! and Gautam Kumar Saikia?
1Ph.D. Scholar, Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat
2Professor, Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat

ARTICLE ID: 47

Introduction

Tea, a beloved beverage consumed by millions worldwide, is not only a source of
comfort and refreshment but also a crucial agricultural commodity. The cultivation of tea
(Camellia sinensis) faces numerous challenges, with pest infestations being one of the most
significant threats to its production. Pests can cause considerable damage to tea plants, resulting
in reduced yields and quality. Traditionally, chemical pesticides have been employed to combat
these pests. However, the overuse of synthetic chemicals has led to environmental pollution,

health concerns, and the development of pesticide-resistant pests. In response to these issues,
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sustainable and environmentally friendly pest management strategies, such as biocontrol
measures, have gained prominence in the tea industry.

Biocontrol measures for pest management in tea involve the use of living organisms or
their products to suppress or control tea pests. These methods are both ecologically sound and
economically viable, as they reduce the reliance on chemical pesticides. In this article, we will
explore the various biocontrol measures that can be employed to manage pests in tea
plantations, their benefits, and their challenges.

Common Tea Pests

Before delving into biocontrol measures, it is essential to understand the common pests
that afflict tea plants. Some of the major tea pests include:

Tea Mosquito Bug (Helopeltis theivora): This small, sap-sucking insect is a significant pest

of tea leaves and can cause leaf deformities and yield reduction.

Tea Red Spider Mite (Oligonychus coffeae): These tiny arachnids feed on tea plant foliage,

causing discoloration, stippling, and leaf drop.

Tea Looper Caterpillar (Buzura suppressaria): The larvae of these moths feed on tender tea
leaves, leading to extensive defoliation and damage.
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Tea Shot Hole Borer (Xyleborus fornicatus): This ambrosia beetle bores into tea stems,

causing dieback and weakening the plants.

Tea Lobster Caterpillar (Neostauropus alternus): Two or three caterpillars can completely

devour all the leaves from a small plant in two or three days.

Biocontrol Measures for Pest Management in Tea
Biocontrol measures offer a sustainable and environmentally friendly approach to manage tea
pests. These methods involve the introduction or augmentation of natural enemies of pests, the
use of botanical extracts, and other non-chemical means to reduce pest populations. Here are
some biocontrol measures commonly employed in the tea industry:
Predatory Insects:

a) Ladybirds (Coccinellidae): Ladybirds are natural predators of aphids, mealybugs, and

other soft-bodied insects that infest tea plants. They can be released into tea gardens to

help control pest populations. <F

b) Spiders: Various spider species are natural predators of small insects and mites. &3
Maintaining a healthy population of spiders in tea plantations can aid in pest control. gc;o
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Parasitoids:

a) Trichogramma wasps: These tiny parasitic wasps target the eggs of various
lepidopteran pests, including tea tortrix caterpillars. They can be released to prevent
caterpillar infestations.

b) Tachinid flies: Tachinid flies parasitize caterpillars and other insects, reducing their
numbers in tea gardens.

Entomopathogenic Nematodes:

a) Steinernema and Heterorhabditis nematodes: These beneficial nematodes infect and

kill soil-dwelling insect larvae, such as root-feeding grubs.
Botanical Extracts:

a) Neem (Azadirachta indica): Neem oil or neem-based formulations can act as an
effective botanical pesticide against a wide range of tea pests. It disrupts the life cycle
of insects and can also act as a repellent.

b) Garlic and chili extracts: Spraying a mixture of garlic and chili extracts can deter some
tea pests and provide a natural barrier against infestations.

Microbial Biopesticides:

a) Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt): Bt is a naturally occurring bacterium that produces proteins
toxic to certain caterpillars. Bt-based biopesticides can be used to target specific
lepidopteran pests in tea gardens.

b) Beauveria bassiana: This entomopathogenic fungus infects and kills a wide range of
insect pests, including the tea mosquito bug and red spider mites.

Benefits of Biocontrol Measures

Implementing biocontrol measures in tea pest management offers several advantages:

+ Environmental Sustainability: Biocontrol methods are less harmful to the
environment compared to chemical pesticides, as they do not leave toxic residues or
pollute water sources.

+ Reduced Chemical Use: Biocontrol reduces the reliance on chemical pesticides,
mitigating the risk of pesticide resistance and minimizing pesticide-related health
hazards for workers and consumers.

+ Cost-Effectiveness: Over time, biocontrol measures can be more cost-effective than

repeated applications of chemical pesticides, as they require fewer inputs and labour.
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+ Preservation of Natural Predators: Encouraging the presence of natural enemies in
tea gardens helps maintain a balanced ecosystem, reducing the likelihood of pest
outbreaks.

+ Enhanced Product Quality: Reduced pest damage leads to higher-quality tea leaves
and improved marketability.

Challenges in Implementing Biocontrol Measures
While biocontrol measures offer numerous benefits, they also come with challenges that tea
producers must address:
+ Knowledge and Training: Successful implementation of biocontrol measures requires
knowledge of the target pests, the natural enemies that can control them, and the proper
application techniques. Training for tea farmers is essential.
+ Timing and Precision: Timing the release of natural enemies or applying biopesticides
with precision can be critical for effective pest control.
+ Integration with Conventional Practices: Integrating biocontrol measures with
existing farming practices and pest management strategies can be complex and require
adjustments in farming techniques.
+ Research and Development: Continued research is needed to develop new and more
effective biocontrol agents specific to tea pests.
+ Monitoring and Evaluation: Regular monitoring of pest populations and the
effectiveness of biocontrol measures is necessary to make timely adjustments and
optimize pest management.
Conclusion

Biocontrol measures for pest management in tea offer a sustainable and
environmentally friendly alternative to chemical pesticides. By promoting the use of natural
enemies, botanical extracts, and microbial biopesticides, tea producers can reduce the negative
impact of pests on their crops while preserving the environment and improving the quality of
their tea. While challenges exist, ongoing research and training can help overcome these
obstacles and lead to more widespread adoption of biocontrol methods in the tea industry.
Ultimately, biocontrol measures represent a promising pathway towards a more sustainable

and resilient tea production system.

236

Page

www.justagriculture.in



